
Knox-Lincoln County Beekeepers Bylaws     Page 1 of 4       January 2004 

Knox - Lincoln County Beekeepers Bylaws 
 

ARTICLE I – NAME 
Section 1 

This organization shall be known as the Knox–Lincoln County Beekeepers, a chapter of the 
Maine State Beekeepers Association  (hereafter known as “the Chapter.”) 

 
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 

Section 1 
The purpose of this organization is to promote education in matters related to bees and 
amateur/hobbyist beekeeping and to promote successful beekeeping in the Maine counties 
of Knox and Lincoln. 

 
ARTICLE III  – MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 
Any person interested in the aims and objectives of the Chapter shall be eligible for 
membership, and shall become a member upon payment of the Chapter dues. Membership 
will continue so long as dues are paid. Individuals as members have the right to vote on each 
item of business at meetings. 

 
Section 2: 

Membership shall consist of four  categories: 
a. Single 
b. Family 

A Family membership shall consist of one or both parents and any children 
under 18 with only two votes per family.  Dues are 1.5 times the annual dues for 
one member. 

c. Life 
Life Membership will be granted with a one-time payment of 12 times the annual 
dues for one member. 

d. Honorary Life 
Honorary Life Membership, without dues, is granted to any individual who has 
kept bees in Knox or Lincoln Counties, or elsewhere, for a minimum of 45 years 
and is now a resident of the Knox or Lincoln Counties.  In addition to all other 
requirements, an Honorary Life member must have been a member of this 
Chapter for five years.  Names of such persons are to be presented to the Board 
of Directors for approval.  Such approval requires a 2/3 vote of all directors. 

 
Section 3: 

Dues assessed for all categories of membership shall be recommended to the members by the 
Board of Directors not less than 30 days in advance of the annual meeting, and must be 
approved by the membership at its annual meeting by a majority vote of those members 
present. 
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ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS  

Section 1 
The officers of this Chapter shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer.  Terms of office shall be for one year or for the period between annual meetings. 
The President shall not serve more than two consecutive terms of office. 

 
Section 2: 

The President shall preside at meetings of the Board of Directors. The President shall provide 
leadership and generally guide the Chapter in its activities, and at the same time keep the 
Board of Directors informed on all significant matters. The President shall act on matters 
considered of vital interest to the Chapter only with Board approval or authorization. 

 
Section 3 

The Vice President shall act for and on behalf of the President in the President’s absence. The 
Vice President may be given specific responsibilities by either the President or the Board of 
Directors, and be charged with managing and performing such duties. 

 
Section 4 

The Treasurer shall manage the financial affairs of the Chapter, and provide detailed reports 
of financial transactions at each meeting. The treasurer shall provide a financial report at all 
member meetings to inform the general membership of the Chapter’s financial condition. 

 
Section 5 

The Secretary shall be the custodian of the Chapter’s records. The Secretary shall 
communicate for specific purposes with persons or organizations as requested by the Board 
or President.  The Secretary shall maintain a record of membership and collected dues. 
 
The Secretary shall send out meeting notices at least two weeks prior to the meeting date.  
The Secretary shall also, in cooperation with the President, prepare an order of business 
(agenda) for all member and directors meetings.  The Secretary shall record and report 
minutes for the record of all member and directors meetings. 

 
Section 6 

The officers shall be elected at the annual meeting by a majority vote of those members 
present. 

 
ARTICLE V – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Section 1 
The Board of Directors shall consist of the following: 

a. President 
b. Vice President 
c. Secretary 
d. Treasurer 
e. Past President 
f. Three other chapter members 
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Section 2 

A quorum for the Director’s meeting shall consist of five members. If only four are present 
then three votes are required for passing and approval, of items brought to vote, otherwise a 
simple majority is required. 

 
Section 3 

The term of membership for Directors other than chapter officers (President, Vice President, 
Secretary and Treasurer) shall be for three years unless a vacancy is being filled, in which case 
the term will be for the balance of the vacancy. 

 
ARTICLE VI – COMMITTEES 

Section 1 
The President may appoint committees or individuals for special purposes. These special 
purposes are likely to include such activities as coordinating a beekeeping school, managing 
special affairs; editing the Chapter’s newsletter, or helping affiliate organizations, but the 
purposes are not limited. 

 
ARTICLE VII – RULES and REGULATIONS 

Section 1 
The Board of Directors may at any time by 3/4 vote, demand and/or receive and accept the 
resignation of any officer of this Chapter, and declare the office vacant. 

 
Section 2 

The Board of Directors by majority vote may fill any office vacant in the Chapter for the 
period remaining until the next annual meeting. 

 
Section 3 

The Chapter shall meet six times per year.  The President (or his/her designee) shall set the 
time and place and the Secretary shall notify the other members of the Chapter at least two 
weeks prior to the meeting date. 

 
Section 4 

The Board of Directors shall meet on a regular basis.  The President (or his/her designee) 
shall set the time and place and the Secretary shall notify the other members of the Board at 
least two weeks prior to the meeting date.  

 
Section 5 

The Board of Directors shall meet before the annual meeting each year for the purpose of 
auditing the accounts of the Treasurer. 

 
Section 6 

The President shall appoint a nominating committee not less than 30 days before the annual 
meeting. 
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Section 7 

The Annual Meeting shall be held as directed by the Board of Directors, but shall be held not 
later than 13 months after the previous meeting. 

 
Section 8 

At the Annual Meeting a quorum shall consist of a majority of those members present and 
voting. 

 
Section 9 

Changes and amendments to these by-laws may be made only by vote at the annual meeting, 
by a majority vote of those members present and voting. 

 
Section 10 

The Board of Directors and officers shall serve without pay, but shall be reimbursed for actual 
expenses within the budget constraints set by the Board of Directors.   

 
Section 11 

The President, with approval of the Board of Directors, may appoint a special committee 
having expertise in a special subject and without regard to membership in the Chapter.  Said 
advisory committee shall make reports to the Board of Directors and shall be dissolved when 
its mission is completed. 

 


